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Taking a Sunday drive to
visit the relatives...

When the bluebonnets are
in full bloom, | get the itch
to get out in the country
and ramble through an old
cemetery. Most genealo-
gists understand this curi-
ous behavior, but | can’t
blame it totally on gene-
alogy. | remember visiting
old cemeteries with my
parents when we would
travel around the state, so |
guess it’s in my blood.

Sometimes an ancestor’s
tombstone will be the only
source available to confirm
the basic vital statistics of
birthdate and deathdate. If
you are lucky enough to find
a married couple’s double
tombstone, quite often you
will be able to confirm mar-
riage dates as well.

“Cemetery hopping” as
Mother and | refer to it, was
a regular part of my early
research efforts. It didn’t
cost anything but time, |
learned a great deal about

Bastrop County geography,
and it was always a good
excuse to get out in the
spring weather.

So, if you find yourself in
need of a nice weekend
ramble, the following Bas-
trop County road trip will
take you to visit various
relatives in their final resting
place. But be warned --
some cemeteries are well
maintained while others are
overgrown and unkempt. It
is a good idea to wear stur-
dy shoes and long pants as
a precaution against ticks,
snakes and poison oak.

For simplicity’s sake, dis-
tant relatives will be iden-
tified by their relationship
to our more familiar ances-
tors, namely Elmo and Cora
Mobley Hodge and Burl and
Nettie McAfee Mason.

Let’s begin our trip in
Elgin. The Elgin City Ceme-
tery is located in downtown
Elgin on West Second Street
(head toward the water
tower).

Summer 199

Elgin City Cemetery

The Elgin Cemetery is well
maintained and easy to
maneuver. Turn in the drive
nearest the school and look
for the graves of Horace
Hodge and wife Lucy Mason
Hodge close to the fence.

Continue in the same
direction to the end of the
drive where it will curve to
the right and enter the next
parallel driveway. You will
pass an intersecting drive
on your left. Almost im-
mediately on the right you
will find the graves of Lucy’s
sister, Florence Ellen Mason
Kunkel and her husband
John Herman Kunkel. Be-
hind this couple you will see
the grave of Lucy’s & Ellen’s
mother, Nettie McAfee
Mason.

Make your way back to
Highway 290 and head east
to McDade.

McDade Cemetery
The McDade Cemetery is
located on the north side of
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Highway 290, about 9 miles
from Elgin. Usually well
maintained, but | have
visited it when the grass-
burrs were thick. The
McDade Cemetery Associa-
tion has become very active
in recent years and the con-
dition is more consistently
favorable.

Family members buried
in McDade include Cora
Amanda Mobley Hodge and
her parents, Joseph Shep-
pard Mobley and Mary
Caroline Morgan (Sewell)
Mobley. They share a plot
in the eastern end of the
cemetery. Farther down, on
the same side of the drive
are buried Fayth Hodge
Branton and husband Tryon
Branton.

Also buried in McDade
are several members of H.
M. Mobley’s family (Cora’s
uncle). “Uncle Mack’s” sons,
Joe W. Mobley and John
Henry Mobley are here,
along with John’s wife Selina
Mullinick Mobley. Two of
John Henry’s children, Susan
Mobley Cottle (with husband
Henry Cottle) and Burnice
Mobley (with wife Winnie
Smith Mobley) are also
buried here.

Leaving the McDade
Cemetery, cross over
Highway 290 and take FM

2336 toward Swiftex.
About 4 miles from the
highway, you should see a
dirt road and a sign pointing
toward Oak Hill Cemetery.

Oak Hill Cemetery (Camp
Swift)

The Oak Hill Cemetery
contains some very unusual
tombstones and memorials.

Unfortunately, this ceme-
tery was hit by vandals
sometime back, so some of
the more interesting mark-
ers may no longer exist.
Oak Hill is the only place |
have ever encountered g/ass
tombstones. This is where
you will find “Uncle Mack” or
Hezekiah Madison Mobley
along with wife Sarah Jane
Jones Mobley. One of Uncle
Mack’s daughters, Lucretia
Mobley Elkins and husband
Jim Elkins and their son
Buryel also rest here.

A grave for Rosey Mobley
is found a short way inside
the main gate. | have been
unable to identify this per-
son, but | have no doubt we
are related in some way.

After leaving Oak Hill,
retrace your drive to High-
way 290 and turn east
toward Paige. At the inter-
section with Highway 21,
turn south toward Bastrop.
A mile or so later you

should see a sign on the
right indicating Ridgeway
Baptist Church & Cemetery.
Take the dirt road until it
dead-ends at the church.

Ridgeway Cemetery

One of the first pastors of
the Ridgeway Baptist Church
was our own Joseph Shep-
pard Mobley. He and his
son George were settlers in
the area and had a great
deal to do with the founding
of the church. Mobley re-
unions were held for many
years under the brush arbor
just down the road from the
church. The church was
also a school house in its
early history and many of
the Mobley clan were either
students or teachers here.

Ridgeway Cemetery is an
excellent example of a
“scraped grave” cemetery.
All the graves are mounded
with bare dirt and there is
no grass and very few weeds
that have to be dealt with in
maintaining the area.

Members of the family of
George Rice Mobley (Cora’s
brother) are the bulk of the
family graves you will find at
Ridgeway. George Rice
Mobley and wife Mary “Fig-
gers” Sowell Mobley are
here, as well as their daugh-
ters Georgia Mobley Reed
(with husband Tom Reed)
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and Pinkie A. Mobley Hart
(with husband Elton Hart)
and their daughter-in-law,
Lela Velma Hart Mobley
(wife of Ira Calvin Mobley).

Myrtle Mobley, the
daughter of Cora’s brother
William Franklin Mobley, is
also buried here.

And last in the Mobley
line is the grave of another
daughter of Uncle Mack’s,
Mary Ann Mobley Christian.

The most surprising find
in Ridgeway was the grave
of Mollie Hodge, sister of
Elmo, who died at the young
age of 15.

Leaving Ridgeway, head
toward Bastrop. Turn right
when you reach the inter-
section with Highway 95.
Less than a mile after the
turn, you will see Fairview
Cemetery on your right.

Fairview Cemetery
Fairview is the primary
cemetery for the City of
Bastrop and is quite large.
There are two graves to visit
here. Take the main drive
to the first paved lane turn
to the left (into the old sec-
tion of the cemetery). From
this lane take the first right
paved turn to a dead end.
Turn to the left and con-
tinue until your only choice
is to turn left. Close by to

this turn, in the section
against the fence, you will
find the graves of Nettie
Mason’s half-brother Albert
Henry McAfee and her
step—-daughter, Albert’s
wife, Susie Mason McAfee.

Leaving Fairview Ceme-
tery, turn left on Highway
95 and head to the intersec-
tion with Highway 71. Turn
left on Highway 71 and take
a pleasant drive through the
pines to Smithville.

If you find yourself need-
ing a lunch break at this
point, try La Cabana res-
taurant on the south side of
the Highway a few miles
before you get to Smithville.
They have the best hot
sauce around. The enchi-
ladas ain’t bad either.

When you reach Smith-
ville, take the first exit south
(Highway 95), con- tinue
straight, past the turn
towards downtown, for
approximately 2 miles to
Oak Hill Cemetery on the
east side of the highway.

Oak Hill Cemetery

Oak Hill is the main
cemetery for the City of
Smithville and is well main-
tained. Here you can visit
the grave of Nita Vern
Helton Hodge. Enter the
main brick gate, park under

the first large tree on the
right and walk north about
15 yards.

Leaving Oak Hill, head
back north on Highway 95
and contemplate where you
might find Thompson Hill
Cemetery.

Thompson Hill Cemetery

| have tried in vain for
several years to visit this
cemetery. Theoretically it
is somewhere on the
western side of Highway 95
just south of the railroad
tracks. However, the
directions given in the
cemetery plat books at the
Bastrop Public Library lead
to nowhere. | stopped at
the local funeral home
recently and when | finally
found someone who had
actually seen the place, was
told “you can’t get there
from here”. Apparently it
involves climbing through
fences and crossing private
property, so | have given up.
If by any chance you ever
happen across it, please
take me there.

This cemetery is also
known as Mount Pleasant
Cemetery or Gazely Ceme-
tery. There are two Mason
family graves here, Burl’s
brother Henry and an as-yet
unidentified Lillie Mason,
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who probably belongs to
the family of Burl’s brother
John.

Also buried at Thompson
Hill, but in unmarked
graves, are the parents of
Burl’s first wife Pinkie-—Jim
and Mary Potter Phariss/
Fariss.

So assuming you can’t
find this cemetery either,
continue north on Highway
95 until you see FM 2571
and turn west. This is a nice
little back road that winds
toward Bastrop and | take it
sometimes just to avoid the
traffic on Highway 71. Ap-
proximately 6 miles from
Smithville, you will reach the
community of Upton. Look
closely for County Road 280
where you will turn left. At
the turn, there will be three
cemeteries on the right, but
continue south about 3
miles until you reach
Young’s School House and
Cemetery.

Young’s School House
Cemetery

In this small cemetery is
buried the son of Cora’s
brother Thomas--Thomas
Ray Mobley and his wife
Dulcie MacDonald Mobley,
along with their infant
children, Thomas Ray, Jr.,
and Virginia Ruth.

Leaving Young’s School
House, go back to FM 2571
and continue west until it
dead-ends at Highway 304.
Turn north and make your
way back to Highway 71.
Turn west on Highway 71
towards Austin, drive up the
hill and take the left turn
onto Highway 20. Your next
stop will be in Red Rock.
You might like to drive
through downtown Red
Rock (don’t blink) where you
can view the remains of the
0. B. Lentz general store.
At one time the local
drugstore was run by Cora’s
brother, Thomas Rhodes
Mobley. Another brother,
William Franklin Mobley,
worked at the local bank.
Not much remains of the
business district of what
was once a thriving
community.

New Red Rock Cemetery

Before you leave Red
Rock, stop and visit Cora’s
brothers at the “new”
cemetery. Turn west on FM
812. Before you cross the
railroad track, on the north
side of the road, is the New
Red Rock Cemetery. Here
you will find Thomas
Rhodes Mobley and his wife,
Tinae Gillaspy Mobley, and
two of their daughters,

Waldenia and Vera. Also
buried here are William
Franklin Mobley and his
wife, Cora Teasdale Mobley,
and two of their sons, Alvin
Ernest and Marshall.

There are no graves for
this family at the “old”
cemetery, but it’s worth a
stop and look anyway. (You
can always pay your re-
spects to my Lentz rela-
tives.) Just across the
railroad tracks from the
“new” cemetery, you will see
a dirt road leading to the
Old Red Rock Cemetery.
The cemetery is a short dis-
tance down a narrow dirt
road and is my favorite
country cemetery. It evokes
the kind of atmosphere
found in movies set in the
deep south. The over-
hanging trees (and, if you
visit in the morning, the
mist) give it a very ethereal
quality. This is a good place
to unexpectedly meet up
with a not so ethereal
rattlesnake, so be careful if
the grass and weeds have
not been recently mowed.

Head back to FM 812 and
turn west. About 12 miles
later you will come to the
Highway 21 intersection,
just below Cedar Creek.
Turn north and keep your
eyes peeled for the “upper”
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Cedar Creek Cemetery on
the east side, about 50
yards from the Highway.

Upper Cedar Creek
Cemetery
This is my second favorite
country cemetery. All of the
graves you will visit here are
in one large plot close to the
north fence line. A map of
this plot is included at the
end of this newsletter. Here
you will find the following
Masons and McAfees:
Burl Wilkes Mason and
first wife, Pinkie Phariss
Mason, and three of their
children--
Lillie and Dovie, who
died in childhood;
Mary Jane and husband
Alfred Branum and their
children, Fannie, Annie,
Eddie and Burl Branum;
Burl & Nettie Mason’s
son, Kleeber, who died
in infancy;
Burl’s mother, Mary;
Albert McAfee and second
wife, Mary Brock McAfee,
and their son, Jessie J.
McAfee.

This is the last stop on
our Bastrop County road
trip. To return to Bastrop,
continue north on Highway
21 until it intersects with
Highway 71 and then turn
east to Bastrop.

Other places you may
wish to visit...

When you are in Red
Rock, you might want to
take a couple of side trips
before you embark on the
FM 812 portion of our tour.
Continuing south on High-
way 20 from Red Rock, you
will soon reach the com-
munity of Bateman. The
Bateman cemetery sits on
the east side of the road on
a small hill. | have only
Lentz family buried here,
but it’s a pleasant country
cemetery to stroll through.

Those of you who re-
member visiting Grandma
Mason’s home might want
to turn down the dirt road
that runs alongside an old
abandoned grocery store at
Bateman. It twists and turns
for a couple of miles before
you reach the old Bateman
school. Follow the road a
couple of miles further and
you will reach the old home
place on the left.

If you continue on High-
way 20, heading south from
Bateman, you will soon
cross the Caldwell County
line. Look for State Road
1854 and turn right to reach
Dale. Keep on State Road
1854, curving to the south
around Dale, and watch for
the Bunton Cemetery on the

right, a mile or so past Dale.
Buried at Bunton is the son
of Nettie McAfee Mason and
her first husband, Charles
Jefferson Rose--Albert Rose
and wife Dixie Pollard Rose.
Their son, Hugh Charles
“Buddy” Rose is also buried
here.

The next time you’re in
Buda, you might want to
visit the Live Oak Cemetery
where ElImo Hodge’s uncle,
Cleburne Clinton Huddle-
ston and wife Neva Cardwell
Huddleston are buried. As
far as directions go, your
best bet is to stop in town
and ask. It’s a little hard to
find, but the cemetery is
very well maintained and the
graves are right next to the
driveway.

| recently located the
grave of EImo’s grand-
mother, Mrs. G. W. Huddle-
ston, in Austin at the Oak-
wood Cemetery. Oakwood
is on MLK Boulevard, just
east of I-35. Turn right
from MLK onto Comal Street
and take the first right into
the old portion of the ceme-
tery. Take the first left turn
inside the cemetery. The
graves of Mrs. G. W. (Maria
Elizabeth Wood) Huddle-
ston, and one of her sons,
Charles Edmond Huddleston
and his wife Mary Alice Wells
Huddleston, are among the
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first graves alongside this
lane on the left side.

Maria’s husband, George
Washington Huddleston, is
buried in an unmarked
grave in the North Belton
Cemetery. | have not yet
determined the exact loca-
tion, but I’'m working on it.

To close a few gaps in
Cora Mobley Hodge’s family,
| have located another bro-
ther and a sister who are
buried in Burnet County. |
have not yet been able to
visit these cemeteries in
person. Richard Allen
Mobley, wife Elizabeth
Grimes Mobley, their
daughter, Clara Belle, and
son, Floyd C., are buried at
the Smithwick Cemetery in
Marble Falls. Sarah Jane
“Sallie” Mobley Fariss, hus-
band Thomas M. Fariss and
son Earl L. Fariss are buried
in the Pleasant Hill Cemetery
in Lake Victor.

If I were to list all the ad-
ditional cemeteries | have
visited in Bastrop County in
search of my paternal rela-
tives, you would think all |
do is wander about grave-
yards. Not quite, but if you
need directions to the
remote burial sites in and
around Bastrop, I’m your

gal.

Mark Your Calendars

Some important dates
coming up in the next few
months....

Anniversaries
July
3 - Bettye & Richard
Patton
Linda & Mike Ging

August
13 - Jo & Luther Butler
19 - Erica & Robert Ging

Birthdays
July
6 - Janice Hodge Williams
22 - Sally Victor

August
3 - Karen Hodge Skrhak
14 - Robert Ging
16 - Charles Pekar
21 - H. G. Hodge
29 - David Wilcoxen

September
9 - Justin Skrhak
17 - Tamari Hodge

After many years of
searching, it looks like |
have possibly located the
father of our Burl Mason. At
this point, | am 95% sure I’'m
on the right track, though
I’m still checking records
that could prove or disprove
my research. I'll elaborate
more on the clues | have
strung together to reach
this conclusion in the next
issue, but | couldn’t wait to
share the news.

| still do not have any
information on the maiden
name of Burl’s mother,
Mary, but | have found an
1860 census record which
leads me to the conclusion
that Burl’s father is John
Mason of Pike County,
Indiana. | have also located
John’s burial in the Black-
foot Cemetery of Monroe
Township. Furthermore, |
have identified John’s par-
ents as William and Huldah
(Almon) Mason, also of Pike
County. Thanks to the new
LDS Internet site (the Mor-
mons), | have identified
Huldah’s parents as Thomas
and Mary (Sansum) Almon.

There were shrieks of
“Eureka” in Bastrop when all
of this came together in
mid-May. | have new clues
regarding the Mason
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family’s location prior to
their move to Indiana and |
have new clues that | am
following in an effort to
identify the elusive Mary.

To sum things up for
now, | am in hog heaven
with a handful of loose
strings to follow instead of
the brick wall | have had to
deal with for so many years.
| hope to have more good

news to share in September.

The Blue Washstand
by Nettie Hodge West

My brother gazed in dis-
belief at the washstand
beside my bed, newly re-
finished, gleaming with
varnish and wax. It serves
me now as lamp table. He
said, "l never knew we
owned any nice furniture".

| had asked the refinisher
to please leave the inside
and the insides of the doors
exactly as they were. If he
had not, | may not have
believed it was the same
washstand that he had
carried from the storage
shed in pieces.

It had served our family
for fifty years, being one of
three pieces traded with
neighbors because the
player piano we traded was
just too heavy to be moved.

It was blue when we got it
and it remained "the blue
washstand" through the
years, long after it had been
coated over many times with
various shades of white,
whenever Mother got the
urge to "spruce up a bit".

It sat in the kitchens of
several farmhouses through
the years. My dad was a
sharecropper, like his Eng-
lish ancestors before him,
never feeling the need of
owning his own land. He
toiled on and cared for the
lands of others, happy
enough with a roof over his
head and walls to keep out
the wind. Furniture was of
little concern to him. Full
stomachs for his family and
plenty of books to read were
his goals. We grew up poor
in worldly goods, but well
grounded in literature.

Stove wood for the kit-
chen range was stacked
against one end of the blue
washstand. Crockery
churns holding water sat on
its top. Careless filling of
these by my two brothers
left water puddles on its
surface. Once a door was
carelessly allowed to swing
back too near the range,
leaving a char mark on one
corner. If it had been made
of any wood except oak, it
probably would not have

survived the years of hard
use. As it was solidly made
and sturdy, it lasted through
it all, and today sits almost
proudly, stripped of the
many layers of discolored
paint, gleaming in the
lamp- light, its new
hardware shining like
jewelry on a grand old lady.

A moment of humor at the
Southern Baptist Convention,
provided by Dr. Ralph M. Smith:

A husband was asked by his wife
to buy her a bra at the department
store. The embarrassed husband
dutifully approached the saleslady.

He said “l would like to buy a
brassiere for my wife.”

The saleslady asked: “What kind
do you want?”

The husband responded: “I didn’t
know there was more than one
kind.”

The saleslady then said: “We have
Catholic bras, Salvation Army bras
and Baptist bras.”

The curious husband asked:
“What is the difference?”

The lady responded: “Catholic
bras cover the masses. Salvation
Army bras lift up the fallen. Baptist
bras make mountains out of mole
hills.”

If there are other members in
your family who would like to
be added to my mailing list, |
will be glad to do so. You can
reach me by phone at (512)
303- 0638, by mail at 803
Jefferson, Bastrop, TX 78602,
or by e-mail at LWilcoxn@
onr.com.
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