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    A short while ago I 
discovered on the 
Internet a picture of 
those Cheyenne chiefs 
who were held by Custer.  
If you have not yet 
discovered the American 
Memory Historical Col-
lections (http:// memory. 
loc.gov/ammem/ammem
home.html), stop by and 
take a look.  I have found 
a lot of interesting photos 
and maps in their 
collection. 

Surprise, surprise! 

    Just when you least 
expect it, here I am again.  
Most of you are aware 
that we have had a long 
year, involving numerous 
health problems for 
Mother.  The good news 
is that she is back home 
finally, though still in 
recovery from the most 
recent round of surgery.  
We are anxiously await-
ing January 1st, 2002, 
confident that the next 
year can only be a vast 
improvement over 2001.  
This has been one of 
those years that I assume 
brought on the saying 
“that which does not kill 
us makes us stronger”. 
    This has been a year of 
surprises, a number of 
them not particularly 
pleasant.  In addition to 
the numerous medical 
surprises we’ve wea-
thered this year, my long 
awaited trip to Salt Lake 
City, scheduled to depart 
on September 16th, fell 
victim to the events of 
September 11th, certainly 
the cruelest surprise of 
the century.  
    But despite the fact 
that I did not get to 

unearth any fabulous 
genealogical gems in Salt  
Lake, there have been 
some good surprises on 
the genealogical front this 
year.  And they came 
from a wide variety of 
sources.  This issue is 
primarily devoted to the 
surprising places that you 
may find a new piece of 
the family history, just 
when, and where, you 
least expected to find 
success. 

  

 

Surprise finds on 
the Internet 

    A few newsletter issues 
ago we explored the 
adventures of Albert 
McAfee in the 19th Kansas 
Cavalry during the Indian 
Wars.  I periodically run a 
search on the Internet, 
hoping to find a few more 
details about the activi-
ties of that unit. 

 
Cheyenne chiefs held as 

hostages by Gen. Custer for the 
return of Mrs. Morgan & Mrs. 
White.  Pictured are Fat Bear 
(in hat), Big Head and Dull 

Knife. 
    Perhaps you will recall 
the story of the two white 
women who were rescued 
by Custer’s men.  The 
Indians finally relin-
quished their captives 
when Custer threatened 
to execute the Indian 
chiefs with whom he had 
been negotiating. 

 
    I also would like to 
pass along a website that 
has been established to 
honor the 19th Kansas 
Cavalry.  Be warned, it is 
full of spelling errors, but 
there is some good 
information to be found 
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Burl Mason’s brand, left, and 
ear markings, right 

at http://www.angelfire.com/ 
ks2/19thkansascavalry/. 
    The next Internet sur-
prise came as a result of a 
long-forgotten message 
left on a genealogy board.  
Someone sent me an 
email suggesting that I 
visit their web page if I 
was interested in the 
Mason family of Pike 
County, Indiana.  As it 
turned out, Debbi was a 
descendant of our Burl 
Mason’s uncle David.  Her 
website includes pictures 
of David & wife Ellen and 
of another uncle, Simeon 
Mason.  She has scans of 
newspaper articles and 
numerous pictures of 
distant Mason relatives.  
She inspired me to get 
busy on my own webpage.  
(More on that subject 
later.)  Those of you on 
the Mason side of the 
family will want to check 
it out.  (http://freepages. 
genealogy.rootsweb.com/~c1 
debbi/Mason/index.htm). 
 
Surprise finds at 
the Courthouse 
    In some respects I have 
ceased to be amazed at 
what you can turn up at 
the Courthouse.  I con-
sider myself fortunate to 
live in a county where 
nearly all my family lines 
resided for a significant 
period of time.  I can open 
almost any book at the 
Bastrop Courthouse and 
in short order find some-
thing that relates to one of 
my lines.  Thanks to the 
need to record land trans-
actions, distribute the 

proceeds of an estate, and 
record the vital statistics 
relating to births, deaths 
and marriages,  I am able 
to establish when the dif-
ferent families arrived in 
Bastrop County, and 
sometimes when they left. 

         
John Mason’s brand, left, and 
ear markings, right 
 
    Other members of our 
family tree who can be 
found in the marks and 
brands books include: 

    But aside from the ob-
vious records you might 
expect to find at the 
Courthouse, I have been 
surprised a time or two at 
the totally unexpected 
items I’ve found. 

 
George Mobley 
registered Jan 3, 1893 

       
 
Mark & Brands Records  
     I recently established 
that Burl Mason and his 
family were in Bastrop 
County as early as March 
1879, by virtue of a brand 
registered by stepfather 
Axley Cox in that month. 

T. R. Mobley 
registered Mar 18, 1930 

     
 
Mrs. T. R. Mobley 
registered Mar 18, 1930     The marks and brands 

records were some that I 
had not explored until this 
past year, not realizing 
that they could yield some 
worthy genealogical de-
tails.  I now have numer-
ous new records for 
assorted Mobleys, 
Lentzes, Frankums and 
Masons that had been 
there from as long ago as 
1839, just waiting for me 
to come along, open that 
book and find them. 

     
 
Hezekiah M. Mobley 
registered Feb 29, 1884 

        
 
John H. Mobley 
registered Apr 5, 1886 

       
 
    No drawing is given for 
Joseph S. Mobley’s brand 
or marks, but he regis-
tered on January 25, 1871, 
to use a brand of JSM and 
marks of a crop off the 
right and split & overbit in 
the left ear. 

    Two interesting brand 
registrations occurred on 
January 14, 1887.  Bro-
thers John and “Burrill” 
Mason registered their 
very similar brands on 
consecutive lines of the 
registration books. 
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Probate Records      One of the most seren-

dipitous and informative 
finds I’ve made at the 
Bastrop Courthouse was 
in the records of the 
District Clerk’s Office.  
Knowing that the records 
of the District Clerk pri-
marily concern lawsuits, I 
might never have located 
a jewel of genealogical 
data except for a peculiar 
entry in a Deed Record in 
the County Clerk’s office. 
    I had been researching 
deed records relating to 
my family lines for some 
time.  All the deed trans-
actions I’ve abstracted 
over the years have been 
of importance to my re-
search, but once in awhile 
you hit genealogical gold.  
One day, while tracking 
the numerous land trans-
actions left behind by 
Mary Frances and Henry 
Hodge, I encountered a 
deed wherein Mary 
Frances Hodge conveyed a 
lot as a “feme sole”.  Hav-
ing worked in the arena of 
real estate law for 25 
years, I knew that feme 
sole translates to “single 
female”.  The only reason 
a woman should be re-
ferred to in this manner is 
if she is unmarried or 
widowed.  Yet the date of 
the transaction preceded 
the date of Henry Hodge’s 
death. 
    This puzzling phrase 
called to mind some pecu-
liar references I had found 
in the Fisher County Pro-
bate Records relating to 
Henry Hodge’s estate.  

Some of the properties 
identified in the probate 
records mentioned a 
District Court case in 
Bastrop County. 

    The probate records are 
always full of good infor-
mation, though usually 
the surprise for me is that 
my relative for whom I 
desperately need infor-
mation died without a will 
or left everything to his 
unnamed wife.  But when 
you do find information, 
it’s generally a bonanza. 

    At a loss to explain why 
properties would be tied 
to a court case, unless it 
was an instance of di-
vorce or partnership 
dissolution, I trekked 
upstairs to the District 
Clerk’s office and re-
quested a look at case file 
#2345.   

    In a previous issue I 
related how I finally 
proved a recorded rela-
tionship for Burl and John 
Mason to the William 
Mason family of Pike 
County, Indiana, by virtue 
of a distribution of assets 
included in William’s pro-
bate proceedings.  That 
was a kick-my-heels-in-
the-air surprise. 

    When handed the file, 
the next sound heard was 
my jaw hitting the coun-
ter.  Case #2345, Hodge v. 
Hodge.  I had in my hands 
the divorce papers for my 
great-great grandparents, 
a divorce that had taken 
place in 1901 and that no 
one in the family seemed 
to know had occurred.  
And not just a tame old 
divorce, but one full of 
juicy, scandalous accu-
sations.  (Sorry, I’m saving 
those for a future issue.) 

    But there have been 
plenty of other surprises 
unearthed in probate 
records over the years. 
    One of my first forays 
into the probate records of 
Bastrop County was an 
attempt to find a will for 
Burl Mason.  Burl died 
intestate, but there was an 
inventory of his estate and 
papers appointing the 
widow Nettie as guardian 
of the minor child, Lucy 
Mason.  (A little bit weird 
to consider your grand-
mother as needing a 
guardian.) 

    Thanks to that sur-
prising find in the District 
Clerk’s office, I picked up 
clues that helped me lo-
cate Mary Frances and her 
parents and siblings in the 
1910 census.  Not to men-
tion, getting an expla-
nation for why I could not 
find Henry and Mary 
Frances together after 
1900.  Bottom line, don’t 
overlook those weird 
references you may find to 
civil court cases.  You may 
be in for a heck of a sur-
prise. 
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    From these records I 
learned that Burl left an 
estate that included $500 
worth of personal prop-
erty and $1500 worth of 
real property.  He had 
bank accounts in Red 
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    Unfortunately, there are 
no probate records on file 
for Albert McAfee or Jo-
seph Mobley in Bastrop 
County.  There are records 
on file, however, for 
Joseph’s nephew Joe and 
niece Mary Ann Mobley, 
the childen of his brother 
Hezekiah.  Also in the 
probate records are the 
lunacy proceedings for 
Joseph & Hezekiah’s uncle 
Matthew Duncan, wherein 
he was committed to the 
State Asylum. 

Rock, Bastrop and Lock-
hart.  His funeral was 
handled by the Bastrop 
Furniture Company and 
cost $316.00.  He still 
owed $111 on a loan that 
was secured by his 1925 5-
passenger Ford car.  There 
was an oil lease on his 
property by the Roxana 
Petroleum Company.  
Among the assorted 
livestock he possessed 
were a grey mare named 
“Beauty”, a grey mule 
mare named “Laura” and 
a grey horse mule named 
“Aleck”. 

    Fisher County, Texas,  
Probate Records provided 
interesting details per-
taining to the estate of 
Henry Hodge.  Again, the 
records show no will, but 
instead deal with the ap-
pointment of guardian-
ship for his minor daugh-
ter, Rosa. 
    These records on file in 
Roby, Texas, are the only 
verification of the death 
information provided for 
Henry Hodge by the 
American Medical Asso-
ciation.  No death certi-
ficate has been uncovered, 
but the fact of the probate 
records indicates that 
Henry probably did die in 
Roby, or at least in Fisher 
County.  There would be 
no other reason for the 
records to be on file in 
that county.  The death 
date, according to the 
AMA, was May 4, 1904.  
The guardianship appli-
cation of Rosa’s mother 
Mary Frances Hodge is 
dated March 16, 1905, 
verifying that at least 

Henry died prior to that 
date.  Also provided is 
detail of real estate in-
herited by Rosa and her 
brother E. E. Hodge in 
Roby, in Bastrop County, 
and in Brazoria County.  
This was the first indica-
tion I found , later verified 
by the divorce papers, that 
Mary Frances & Henry 
owned property in Fisher 
and Brazoria Counties.  
(The Brazoria records are 
still to be researched—I’m 
trying to bargain with an 
attorney I work with to 
stop by and take a look for 
me.  Perhaps another 
surprise awaits.) 

    Other nice bits of con-
firming data included in 
the inventory was the 
name of his first wife  
(Pink Farris) and their 
children Mary Jane, Susie 
and Henry Thomas, from 
whom Nettie had pur-
chased their interests in 
the real property.  For 
some strange reason it 
does not list the names of 
the children of his mar-
riage to Nettie.  (The only 
thing consistent about 
genealogical research is 
the inconsistencies.) 

    Later in the year, Mary 
Frances, as guardian, ob-
tains permission from the 
court to sell the prop-
erties to provide for the 
support of Rosa.  And in 
the Deed Records of 
Fisher County, the sub-
sequent transactions are 
duly recorded, executed 
jointly by Rosa and bro-
ther Elmo. 
     
Deed Records  

    Several pages of records 
are on file pertaining to 
Nettie’s guardianship of 
Lucy.  All mineral leases 
executed by Nettie had to 
be approved by the court 
to protect Lucy’s 1/12 
interest.  In December of 
1929, the Deed Records 
include the ExParte ap-
plication of Lucy Mason 
for removal of her disabil-
ities as a minor. 
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    Deed records are quite 
often devoid of quality 
genealogical data, but at 
times can provide a gem 
or two that you don’t find 
anywhere else.  Of course, 
it’s always interesting to 
find out where your ances-
tors owned property.  And 
sometimes disappointing 
when you find out what 
they had but sold, long 
before you were a fact.  
(My Lentz great-grand-
mother sold her portion of 
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a league of land that she 
inherited from her father, 
a Stephen F. Austin colo-
nist, to her sister.  That 
line of Lentzes still owns a 
sizable chunk of land in 
the Red Rock area.  Great-
grandmother Nettie 
Mason sold her 167 acres, 
also in the Red Rock area, 
in 1948, a year before her 
death.  Possibly to avoid 
disagreement among the 
heirs?  Joseph and George 
Mobley’s land near Paige 
was gobbled up by Camp 
Swift.) 
    Two items stand out as 
pleasant surprises ob-
tained from the Deed 
Records.  One concerns a 
deed involving a sale of 
land by Burl Mason’s 
brother John.  At the time 
I discovered this deed, I 
knew that John had a son 
named Dock, but did not 
know for sure who Dock’s 
mother was.  This sale 
required an affidavit of 
heirship by Dock Mason 
to relinquish any interest 
he might have in the 
property as an heir of the 
deceased wife of John 
Mason.  In the affidavit, 
Dock gives his name as D. 
W. X. Mason (I’ve never 
found any evidence to tell 
me what those initials 
stand for) and states that 
he is the sole surviving 
child and heir of Bettie 
Mason.  The affidavit goes 
on to say that the land was 
purchased by John Mason 
with $200 received from 
the estate of his father and 
that the purchase was 

made after the death of 
Bettie.  Not only did this 
establish Dock as the child 
of Bettie, but it also point-
ed out the need to check 
the probate records for 
John’s father when I 
found him. 

 
Vital Records   
    Of course, finding vital 
records (birth, death and 
marriage) at the court-
house is not a surprise.  
The surprise is usually 
when they aren’t where 
you expected to find them 
and you have to figure out 
why. 

    One thing I’m careful to 
watch for in the Deed 
Records is the notary 
signature blocks.  A notary 
block is the only clue that 
pointed to a new area to 
search for Henry Hodge 
after he departed Bastrop 
County.  One of the final 
sales of property Henry 
made in Bastrop was 
executed before a notary 
public in Leon County.  A 
co-worker graciously 
checked in Leon County 
and verified that Henry 
had indeed lived for a 
short while in Leon 
County.  And that 
verification came from 
another surprising court-
house record. 

    However, you some-
times pick up information 
you weren’t expecting to 
find.  For instance, I have 
never found any verifi-
cation of Joseph Sheppard 
Mobley’s middle name, 
except for the birth record 
of son William, where it is 
spelled “Shephard”.  All 
other records simply give 
the initial S. 
    And for many years, I 
only knew Thomas R. 
Mobley’s wife as “Aunt 
Tinae (Tiny)”.  Until I 
found the birth records of 
their children, I had no 
idea her name was really 
Edith Estinae Gillaspy.  
    So even though vital 
records are a basic staple 
of genealogy research, you 
can find the occasional 
surprise lurking there. 

Register of Physicians   
    For a period of time, 
physicians and nurses 
were required to register 
at the courthouse when 
they began to practice in 
that county.  I knew about 
this record and had 
checked for Henry in both 
Bastrop and Lee Counties 
with no success. 

 
Surprise finds at 
your own house 
 
    I’m here to bear witness 
that you should periodi-
cally go back through your 
own accumulated records 
to make sure you haven’t 
missed something.   

    But thanks to that Leon 
County notary, my friend 
found Henry’s registration 
as a physician in Leon 
County on August 20, 
1903, practicing in the 
community of Venetia. 
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    Many, many years ago 
my grandmother Lucy 
Hodge gave me a stack of 
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    Here are a few of the 
surprises I found lurking 
in those boxes and boxes 
of photos. 

old Bibles that had 
belonged to various family 
members.  Some of the 
Bibles were in tatters, 
missing their covers.  
None of them were old 
enough to be “Family 
Bibles”, but I carefully 
combed through them for 
newspaper clippings and 
then stored them in the 
cedar chest. 
    Just before we began 
our move, I located the 
Bibles and took a second 
look.  And felt like kicking 
myself. 
    The big Bible that I had 
been told belonged to 
Mary Caroline Mobley had 
your typical family data 
pages in the middle.  I had 
probably noticed that she 
had written in the details 
of daughter Cora’s mar-
riage and the births of her 
grandchildren Fay and 
Horace. 
    What I had missed on 
the back of that page was 
the data pertaining to her 
first marriage to George 
Washington Sewell and 
the birth and death of 
their child Mary Washing-
ton Sewell.  I have never 
found any documentation 
regarding the existence of 
their child and I’ve never 
found any record of 
George that gives more 
than his initials.  Though I 
knew the details from 
word passed down 
through my grandparents, 
this is the only written 
evidence, in which is 
probably her own hand, 

that validates what I had 
been told. 
    I might be excused from 
missing one page of this 
sort, but when I went 
through the Bible that 
belonged to Nettie Mason, 
I made another surprising 
discovery.  The last few 
pages of the Bible, which 
had originally been blank, 
were covered with nota-
tions in Nettie’s (and a few 
later ones in Lucy’s) 
handwriting of marriages, 
deaths and births of as-
sorted Roses and Masons.  
Some of the dates are in-
correct, which probably 
indicates that they were 
written from memory 
after the fact, but I trea-
sure this cache of family 
trivia.  It feels a little like 
having my ancestors take 
an active hand in my 
favorite hobby. 

 

 
Burl Mason, left, and son-in-

law/step brother-in-law 
Albert H. McAfee, right 

 

 

    And, believe me, I now 
take regular visits back 
through the family ar-
chives to make sure I 
haven’t missed anything. Henry Thomas “Jack” 

Mason  
 Surprise finds at 

your aunt’s house 

 

 
    When the Pattons were 
packing up for their move 
to Dripping Springs last 
year, I generously offered 
to store their collection of 
photographs until they 
were settled.  While most 
of their pictures have 
finally made the move, I’m 
still holding a box full of 
old photos that I’m scan-
ning and extracting notes 
from their backs. 

William James Burl Mason, 
age 3 mo. (son of Henry 

Thomas Mason) 
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Surprise finds at 
the library 

 

    You may recall from the 
previous issue that I fin-
ally located the meat 
market where Albert 
McAfee worked for awhile 
after moving to Travis 
County from Arkansas.  
Taking a wild stab in the 
dark, I emailed the refer-
ence desk at the Austin 
History Center to see if 
there were any photos on 
file for meat markets on 
3rd Street in the late 
1880’s.   

Jo Branton 
 

 
The Hodge kids, 1954 
Nettie, HGJr., Bettye 

Linda & Larry 
(the earliest picture I’ve seen 

that has all 5 kids) 
 
    Just goes to show that 
you need to check around 
and see what pictures the 
relatives have that you 
didn’t know existed. 
    Anybody else out there 
need a babysitter for their 
pictures while they move 
or remodel? 
 
 
 

    To my surprise, they 
forwarded a photocopy of 
an 1888 picture that may 
very well be Jacob Beck’s 
establishment.  There is 
no identifying name to 
prove that it is indeed the 
correct meat market, but 
it is on 3rd Street, there is 
only one meat market on 
3rd Street listed in the 
1888 City Directory and 
that meat market belongs 
to Jacob Beck. 
    Four men stand in front 
of the market, one a short 
man with a slight military 
bearing.  Could it be a pic-
ture of Albert McAfee?  
I’m in the process of or-
dering a duplicate of the 
photo and hope that it will 
be clear enough for Cou-
sins Beulah and Dovie to 
determine if the man is 
their grandfather.  
 
Surprise finds in 
other newsletters 
Several years ago I sub-
scribed to a Wilcoxen 
cousin’s newsletter.  One 

issue included a list of 
obscure terms you some-
times find in deeds.  I’ve 
already mentioned how 
the term feme sole led me 
to the discovery of divorce 
papers that no one knew 
existed.  If any of you 
readers out there get in-
volved in deed or probate 
research, here are a few 
terms that might prove 
handy to know. 
 
a.a.s., (anno aetatis suae) 
died in the year of his/her 
age. (ex. a.a.s. 64) 
 
d.s.p., died without issue  
 
d.s.p.m.s., died without 
surviving male issue  
 
d.s.p.l., died without 
legitimate issue  
 
d.s.p.s., died without 
surviving issue  
 
d.um, died unmarried  
 
d.v.p., died in the lifetime of 
his father  
 
d.v.m., died in the lifetime 
of his mother  
 
inst., present month or time  
 
nepos, nephew  
 
nunc, nuncuparative will, an 
oral will written by a witness  
 
ob, died  
 
relict, widow or widower  
 
ult, late  
 
ux or vs, wife  
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Surprise finds at 
the Country Club 
    It’s not often I find my-
self with a valid reason to 
hang out with the gentry, 
but on October 16th, I 
spent a most pleasant 
afternoon at the Barton 
Creek Country Club in 
Austin.  The occasion was 
an opportunity to meet 
and visit with Ray and 
Marykay Burch, cousins 
found recently on the 
Internet and who were in 
Austin with a group of 
senior golf enthusiasts.  
Ray is the eldest son of 
Rosa Hodge Burch, 
nephew of Elmo Hodge 
and first cousin to my 
grandfather Horace 
Hodge. 
    I never know what to 
expect when I meet face-
to-face with kinfolk I’ve 
met through the Internet, 
so I always enter the room 
with a measure of trepi-
dation.  In this particular 
case, it took about a min-
ute to feel like I had been 
taken into the bosom of 
their family.  Ray and 
Marykay are two of the 
nicest, warmest, most 
entertaining people I’ve 
met in a long time. 
    In the course of a 4 hour 
lunch, I noticed several 
traits that must be heredi-
tary through our Hodge/ 
Huddleston genes.  The 
literary spark, the quick 
wit, and the dry humor 
that run rampant in our 
line are definitely resident 
in Ray.  At 89 years, Ray is 

more “hip” than any of the 
youngsters I work with.  
    Marykay is a genealogy 
soulmate, an active mem-
ber of the DAR and a truly 
gracious lady.  Also at our 
luncheon was John Chap-
man, a local genealogist 
who is helping Ray re-
search his Burch line in 
Travis County.  We had a 
grand visit. 
 

 
l to r, Ray Burch, Cindy, 

John Chapman & Marykay 
Burch 

 
    Ray is busy at work on 
his memoirs, which 
should make for some 
entertaining reading.  He 
was a senior executive at 
Schwinn Bicycle Company 
during its heyday and has 
traveled extensively.  I am 
looking forward to getting 
the inside scoop! 
 
As a former preacher’s kid, I 
could not help but get a 
chuckle from this one: 
 
While walking along the 
sidewalk in front of his 
church, our minister heard  
the intoning of a prayer that 
nearly made his collar wilt. 
Apparently, his five-year-old 
son and his playmates had 

found a dead robin. Feeling 
that a proper burial should be 
performed, they had secured 
a small box and cotton batting, 
then dug a hole and made 
ready for the disposal of the 
deceased.  The minister's son 
was chosen to say the appro-
priate prayers and with sonor-
ous dignity intoned his version 
of what he thought his father 
always said: "Glory be unto the 
Faaaather....and unto the 
Soonnn....and into the hole he 
gooooes." 
 
Surprise finds at 
www.wilcoxen.com 
 
    Drum roll, please. 
    At long last, I think I’m 
ready to announce to the 
world in general that my 
family website is up and 
running.  I invite you to 
come visit my efforts at 
www.wilcoxen.com/family 
and let me know what you 
think.  I have lots more I 
want to do, so be sure to 
check back every so often 
to see what’s new.  If there 
is anything you would like 
to see added, or deleted 
for that matter, be sure 
and let me know.  I hope 
you find the site entertain-
ing and informative. 
 
Last, but  not least 
    Welcome to a new 
Hodge family member!  
Jodie Shae Ging made her 
appearance on July 15, 
2001, weighing in at 8 
pounds, 4 oz.  Congrat-
ulations to parents Jeffrey 
and Kristi! 
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